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SUBJ: CALL ON AMBASSADOR YOUNG BY DR. KIM KWAN SUK, 

GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OP CHRISTIAN 
CHURCES OP THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA MARCH 29, 1977 

1. DR. KIM KWAN SUK, GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE NATIONAL 
COUNCIL OF CHIRSTIAN CHURCHES OF THE ROK, ACCOMPANIED 
BY THE SYNGMAN RHEE, STALE OF THE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH IN THE USA, AND THE REV. ED LIENDENS, ASIA 

DESK OP THE DIVISION OP OVERSEAS MINISTRIES, NATIONAL 
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, NYC, CALLED BRIEFLY ON AMBASSADOR 
YOUNG MARCH 28. THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OP THE GROUP 
APPEARED TO BE TO URGE THE USG TO GIVE MORE PUBLIC 
SUPPORT TO THOSE GROUPS IN KOREA WHICH ARE PROTESTING 
CURTAILMENT OP CIVIL LIBERTIES IN THE ROK. AMBASSADOR 
YOUNG OFPERED TO HELP THEM SEE PRESIDENT CARTER BY 
CALLING THE PRESIDENT'S APPOINTMENT SECRETARY. 

2. BEPORE MEETING AMBASSADOR YOUNG, GROUP TALKED WITH 
MISSOPPS. THEY SAID CHURCH WAS PREE TO PRACTICE RELIGION 
IN KOREA AS LONG AS CHURCH DID NOT ASSUME ROLE OP 
ADVOCATE OF CIVIL, POLITICAL, OR ECONOMIC RIGHTS OP 

OTHER GROUPS SUCH AS WORKERS, STUDENTS, AND SCHOLARS. THEY 
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ACKNOWLEDGED THAT MANY CHRISTIAN LEADERS- 
CATHOLIC AND PROTESTANT-SUPPORTED THE GOVERNMENT, 

BUT APFIRMED THAT MAJOR CENTERS OP CRITICISM TO 
GOVERNMENT BY REPRESSIVE DECREE WERE IN THE CHURCHES. 

IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION, THEY SAID THAT JAPAN'S GOVERN- 
MENT HAS EXPRESSED NO EVIDENT INTEREST IN SUPPORTING 
HUMAN RIGHTS IN KOREA. 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


3. KIM SAID THAT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN THE ROK 
HAD RESULTED IN A WIDENING GAP BETWEEN THE RICH AND 
THE POOR AND THAT STANDARD OP LIPE WAS NOT IMPROVING 
POR BULK OF POPULATION. 

4. IN CONNECTION WITH KIM'S INTEREST IN HAVING THE 

USG GIVE MORE PUBLIC SUPPORT TO CIVIL RIGHTS PROTESTORS 
IN THE ROK, MISSOFFS RECALLED WHITE HOUSE PRESS RELEASE 
ISSUED FOLLOWING MARCH 9 MEETING OF ROK FOREIGN MINISTER 
PARK WITH PRESIDENT CARTER, WHICH SAID IN PART: "... 

THE PRESIDENT ALSO EMPHASIZED TO PARK OUR DEEP CONCERN 
ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS IN KOREA AND ELSEWHERE THROUGHOUT 
THE WORLD..." 

5. KIM SAID HE WOULD BE IN THE USA THE REST OF THE 

WEEK AND WAS GOING TO WASHINGTON, D.C., WHERE HIS CONTACT 
WOULD BE MR. JIM HAMILTON, NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
(TELEPHONE 544-2350). IN NEW YORK HIS CONTACT IS REV. 

LIEUDENS (TELEPHONE 212-870-2371). 

YOUNG 
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